Luke 13:1 (p1051) There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish."
Isaiah 45:5 (p732) I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, 6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all these things.
Matthew 10:29 (p983) Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Isaiah 55:8 (p744) For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Romans 8:28 (p1138) And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.
Isaiah 53:4 (p742) Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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How can you be a Christian...
...in the light of suffering?
Introduction

A Christian response to suffering:

· Action

· Grief

· Reflection

1. Suffering is the result of evil in the world

· Genesis 3-4

· Luke 13:1-5

2. God is in control even in suffering

· God is good (e.g. Acts 2:23)

· God is sovereign (Is. 45:5-7, Matt. 10:29-30)

· God is God (Is. 55:8-9)

( God is able to bring about good from bad situations

· Genesis 45:8, 50:20

· Romans 8:28

3. God shares in our suffering

· God suffers with us

· God suffers for us

Conclusion
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